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more than credible to be reported of. And yet
(that which is more) it is faithfully and plainly
to be proved, and that by many substantial wit-
nesses, that our ships, even those of greatest bur-
dens, with the meeting of contrary waves of the
sea, were heaved up between islands of ice, a foot
well-near out of the sea, above their watermark,
having their knees and timbers within board both
bowed and broken therewith.
And amidst these extremes, whilst some la-
boured for defence of the ships, and sought to
save their bodies, other some, of more milder spirit,
sought to save the soul by devout prayer and medi-
tation to the Almighty; thinking indeed by no other
means possible than by a divine miracle to have
their deliverance. So that there was none that
were either idle, or not well occupied; and he that
held himself in best security had, God knpweth,
but only bare hope remaining for his best safety.
Thus all the gallant fleet and miserable men, with-
out hope of'ever getting forth again, distressed
with these extremities, remained here all the whole
night and part of the next day, excepting four ships,
that is, the Anne Francis, the Moon, the Francis
of Foy, and the Gabriel; which being somewhat
a-seaboard of the fleet, and being fast ships by a
wind, having a more scope of clear, tried it out,
all the time of the storm, under sail, being hardly
able to bear a-coast each [other].
And albeit, by reason of the fleeting ice, which
were dispersed here almost the whole sea over,
they were brought many times to the extremest
point of peril, mountains of ice ten thousand times
scaping them scarce one inch, which to have stricken
had been their present destruction, considering the
swift course and way of the ships, and the unwieldi-